
PRINCIPLE #6
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF TALLGRASS PRAIRIE AND SAVANNAH FRAGMENTS IN 
SOUTHERN ONTARIO

Tallgrass Ontario (TGO) has created 
a series of six principles to offer 
support to the landowner in southern 
Ontario who wishes to maintain and 
enhance their tallgrass habitat, and 
are derived from the experiences 
of tallgrass habitat managers from 
across the eastern portion of North 
America.   These principles apply to 
all the various tallgrass habitats in 
southern Ontario including prairies, 
savannahs, woodlands, and most 
types of alvars. More information 
on what, exactly constitutes tallgrass 
habitats is provided on the TGO 
website.  In addition, please refer 
to the  Further Readings section 
appended to these principles.   
 Landowners are excellent 
caretakers and stewards of our 
natural environments. The day-to-
day observations of landowners are 
one of the most important ways 
that our knowledge of how to 
successfully manage habitats will 
increase.  

There has been very little detailed, long-
term, or rigorous work done on the man-
agement of tallgrass habitats in Ontario 
or, indeed, anywhere in Canada. Fortu-
nately for us, tallgrass enthusiasts and the 
various levels of government in the Unit-
ed States have been conducting studies 
and experiments for several decades now, 
and they have made their information 
freely available. On the one hand, this 
American work helps us: Most of what 
we know about tallgrass comes from 

KNOW YOUR HABITAT AND 
KEEP RECORDS

south of the border, and virtually all the 
principles presented here have their roots 
in that work. What is an issue, however, 
is that our tallgrass is quite probably dif-
ferent than the tallgrass found further 
south because of ecology. The tallgrass 
habitats here are at the extreme northern 
edge of the natural range, and we know 
from ecological studies that this position 
produces marked changes in habitats 
and species. So, we need to be careful in 
how we apply the lessons learned further 
south. In an attempt to produce reliable 
information, the principles here were 
created after a two year study of all the 
remaining tallgrass habitat in Ontario, 
which, among other issues, evaluated the 
health of these remaining fragments as a 
function of the type of management (or 
lack thereof) that they have received. 
 Yet, we need to keep gathering infor-
mation and keep track of the impacts of 
our work. Too often, we fi nd well mean-
ing people applying active management 
to their tallgrass fragments without keep-
ing track of the impacts of these actions. 
What makes this an issue is that some 
of the impacts of these management ac-
tions won’t surface for years, but then 
will have ramifi cation for decades. So, 
our fi rst, over-riding and most important 
principle is to visit your habitat often, 
take the time to learn the plants and ani-
mals, keep track of the abiotic processes 
like precipitation and erosion, and keep 
notes. 
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