its behaviour. He said it hissed, growled and emitted a strong musky odour that helped to direct him away fast. |
will check the camera this afternoon on my way back from Ancaster to see if it has got anything new."
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Website News

Many of you are already aware that the Niagara Parks Commission has created another another NPC
website, www.niagaraparksnature.com, with funding provided by Botanical Gardens Conservation
International (BGCI). In the next few weeks and months they will be adding greatly to the content of this
website, and their goal isto increase the profile of the site so that www.niagaraparksnature.com will be at
the top of the first page of any search relating to nature/environment/conservation/SAR/ etc. within NPC
and general Niagara Falls area. Those of you with related websites should consider adding a link to
www.niagaraparksnature.com.  Another accomplishment, associated with the Nature website
development, is the linking of the Niagara Parks Botanical Gardens Plant Collections Records which are
now searchable from anywhere in the world via the RBG Edinburgh MultiSite (http:/rbg-
web2.rbge.org.uk/forms/multisite2.ntml). NPC suggest you try it out whenever you need to know about their
plant collections or plant collections from other botanical gardens that rank among the best in the world.
For more information contact rritchie@niagaraparks.com

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and the Royal Ontario Museum have developed a
website, in partnership, called Ontario Speciesat Risk at http://www.rom.on.ca/ontario/risk.php.
OMNR has devel oped a website focused on Species at Risk with links to awide range of areas and issues
at: http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/mnr/speciesatrisk/ - "Our lifelong health and quality of life depend on
biodiversity — arich diversity of wild plants, animals and habitats. We are fortunate to live in a province
of rich biodiversity but more species become endangered every year as aresult of ever-increasing human
activities. More than 170 of Ontario's wild species are at risk — that's over one-third of all of the species at
risk in Canada." In 2005, the Ontario government announced Ontario's Biodiversity Strateqy as part of
aglobal effort to protect biodiversity and ensure sustainable use of biological resources. The Strategy
recommends actions by government, non-government and private sector organizations to protect and
preserve our natural heritage, including species at risk. Y ou can download a copy from this site.

Please Join Tallgrass Ontario and receive a charitable receipt for
your Membership Donation - Charitableregistration #88787 7819 RR0001

Name

Affiliation

Address

City/Province/Postal Code

Phone Email

Please circle:
Individual/Family $30 Student $15
Organization $50 Donation $

Do you wish a charitable receipt?
Please make cheque payableto Tallgrass Ontario
and mail to: 659 Exeter Road, London, ON N6E 1L 3 « (519) 873-4631


http://www.niagaraparksnature.com/
http://rbg-web2.rbge.org.uk/forms/multisite2.html
http://rbg-web2.rbge.org.uk/forms/multisite2.html
mailto:rritchie@niagaraparks.com
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/biodiversity/
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As part of our Save Ontario Savanas project, Tallgrass Ontario (TgO) has created a series of six principles to offer
support to the landowner who wishes to maintain and enhance their tallgrass habitat. These principles are derived
from the experiences of tallgrass habitat managers from across the eastern portion of North America and apply to
all the various tallgrass habitats including prairies, savannahs, woodlands, and most types of alvars.

Principle # 2: Let the Sunshine In

The single most important thing that you need to actively provide for your tallgrass is sunlight. Tallgrass
plants are adapted to high levels of sunlight and they won’'t grow unless they get it. In natural stands of
prairie, fire, drought, heavy grazing, flooding, windstorms, and other disturbances keep the numbers of
shrubs and trees down to a minimum. In addition, these types of disturbances periodicaly destroyed the
natural build-up of dead plant matter that any grassland produces.

All these disturbances tend not to happen in domesticated landscapes and we need to make up for this
static situation, particularly with regard to the eradication of shrubs. So, if your patch starts to look
brushy, and the grasses and forbs are getting lots of shade, get out and grub out the bushes! You can do
this by hand, with a chainsaw, or with a Brush Hog, but let the sun shine in. (But, see Principle #4 before
you start*) Finally, avoid planting treesin and around your tallgrass.

In our recent survey of talgrass habitats around Ontario, we discovered that the single greatest threat to
extant tallgrass is planted trees, particularly red pines. You need to make a decision to have tallgrass
habitat or aforest; it really isn’t possible to have both in the same exact area. If you decide that you want
a savanna or woodland, then you must keep the number and size of your trees down to where the total
canopy cover of al the trees combined is less than 60% (preferably less than 30%) of the total area. In
addition, you want to only use tree species that occur naturally in, and are adapted to, savannas and
woodlands, e.g., oaks, white pines, jack pines, and hickories, for the most part. Finally, remember that
you want trees and not saplings. In a natural savanna or woodland, the vast mgjority of saplings are
destroyed by fire or drought each year. Saplings shade out grasses and forbs, so, unless you consciously
choose to keep one that you want to grow as atree, remove the younger trees! Will Wilson, Project Director

*You can obtain copies of the 6 Principles by contacting info@tallgrassontario.org or download them
from www.tallgrassontario.org/publications. The 6 principles are:

1. Use Local Seeds 4. Disturb the Equilibrium
2 Let the Sunshine In 5. On the Use of Muscles and Chemicals
3. Work Towards A Circle 6. Know Your Habitat and Keep Records
This edition of the Bluestem Banner has Tallgrass Ontario
been made possible by funding from the 659 Exeter Road
Ontario Trillium Foundation London, ON NG6E 1L3
www.otf.org info@tallgrassontario.org

www.tallgrassontario.org
LA FONDATION +f <7 ] w
TRILLIUM

DE L’ONTARIO

THE ONTARIO
TRILLIUM
FOUNDATION
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A Big Thanks and Farewell to Lindsay Rodger

One of Tallgrass Ontario’s ‘foremothers’ has retired from the Board of Directors. Lindsay Rodger has
worked tirelessly for over 8 years for tallgrass conservation. Lindsay began her practical career of
involvement with tallgrass prairie in Chatham back in the mid 1990s working with Kim Delaney and the
Rural Lambton Stewardship Network. Her main focus was seed collecting and planning restoration
projects. She then moved on to work with the World Wildlife Fund, still with a focus on endangered
species and spaces.

In 1997, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources found money for an ecosystem recovery plan. With a
push from Allen Woodliffe, a partnership was forged with the World Wildlife fund to alow Lindsay to
lead the writing of a plan for tallgrass prairie and oak savanna. This was a daunting task as very few
ecosystem-scale recovery plans had ever been written, but Lindsay was up to the task. In 1998, the
Tallgrass Communities of Southern Ontario: A Recovery Plan was published. The Plan was very well
received. One of the key recommendations from the plan was that a Tallgrass Prairie and Savanna
Association be formed to oversee the implementation of the recovery plan. Lindsay helped form this
group called the Ontario Tallgrass Prairie and Savanna Association, later shortened to Tallgrass Ontario,
with Lindsay serving as the first Chair.

Since those early days, Lindsay has helped Tallgrass Ontario develop into a charitable organization with
part-time staff, numerous contracts and out-reach projects. She was instrumental in the first two tallgrass
forums held in Windsor and Ridgetown. Most recently, she has chaired the subgroup tasked with
updating the Tallgrass Recovery Plan.

We'll miss Lindsay’s calm and thoughtful contributions to the Board as well as her sense of humour and
comradery. Lindsay has moved to Ottawa to work with Parks Canada, facing new challenges and
projects in the species-at-risk arena.  I’m sure our paths will cross again — no one gets away that easily.
The Board thanks Lindsay for her years of leadership and contribution to Tallgrass Ontario.

Cathy Quinlan, President

And a Big Hello to TgO's New Program Coordinator, Graham Buck

Graham Buck graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture in 1994 from the University of
Guelph. He worked from 1994 to 2001 for a company devel oping insects and release procedures for the
biological control of agriculture pest insects with parasitic wasps. In his spare time Graham pursued a
passion for botany, native plant gardening and ecological restoration, particularly tallgrass prairie, oak
savanna and oak woodland.

In 2001, after discovering two new to Canada plant species and numerous new locations of provincialy
rare plants Graham joined the Nature Conservancy Canada (NCC). With the NCC Graham completed
plant inventories, prepared management plans and completed restoration projects. In 2004 Graham
pursued his passion for tallgrass prairie by becoming the Natural Connections Program (NCP) coordinator
for the Brant resource Stewardship Network in Brant County. The NCP works with landowners to restore,
enlarge, connect and create new tallgrass and oak habitats. Also in 2004 Graham started Nith River
Native Plants to continue to develop his passion for native plant landscaping, ecological restoration and
botanical inventories that he started over ten years ago.

Graham is newly married (August, 2006) to Bronwen Smith. They currently live in Guelph, Ontario.
Congratulations and welcome, Graham.
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OEN Fall Conference and Annual General
Meeting will take place on October 27-29, 2006
at the Pearce Williams United Church Christian
Centre, near Fingal (just south of London).
Please visit
http://www.oen.ca/events/fal|2006/fal| 2006 _ind
ex.html for more information .

Arboretum America , October 20, 2006 at
7:30 pm, London, Ontario. Diana Beresford-
Kroeger brings her message of environmental
salvation through the miracle of trees.

The Thames Tabot Land Trust is aso
sponsoring a Seed Collection  Seminar
scheduled for September 23 & 24, 2006. For
more information on these events and TTLT,
please to go to www.ttlt.ca

2006 Ecological Monitoring & Assessment
Network  National Science Meeting,
Winnipeg, MB, November 20 to 25, 2006. For
more information, contact Kathy Finch,
eman@ec.gc.ca

Check out... www.blueoak.ca.

Paul O'Hards new website is "is meant to
inspire, educate, challenge, entertain and
agitate”!

Snakes and turtles? Nadean Schryer, Wildlife
Biologist with  Southern  Science and
Information, is looking into past/present
monitoring for snakes and turtles in Ontario and
doing research on monitoring techniques as well
for these species. Please contact her for more
information at 3301 Trout Lake Road, North
Bay, Ontario, P1A 4L7/ (705) 475-5571

Growing Sustainable Connections. Working
Together To Protect Our Unique Nature in
Southwestern Ontario - Carolinian Canada
Coalition Forum 2006 on Friday, Oct 20 in
Ingersoll, Ontario . Information and agenda
posted at www.carolinian.org

Tallgrass Ontario at NAPC Tallgrass
members Paul Pratt and Allen Woodliffe
attended the North American Prairie
Conference in Kearny, Nebraska on July 23-
26, 2006. We set up the
Tallgrass Ontario display in the conference
exhibit area and made available copies of
our brochures and recent publications to
over 270 conference participants. Many
American publications about tallgrass prairie
do not include any discussion about prairie
north of the US border so this was a way to
tell people about Ontario's active prairie
community.
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University of Nebraska at Kearney

The conference included a day of field trips
and over 90 talks and posters on topics such
as invasive species, prairie restoration, seed
collecting and storage, butterflies, roadside
prairies, mowing, prescribed burning, birds,
mammals, education, etc. A complete list of
talks is available at: www.napc2006.0rg.
The next prairie conference will be held in
the summer of 2008 (site not yet selected).
Why not consider attending as it is a great
way to see some of the best remnant and
restored prairies while learning about prairie
ecology, restoration and stewardship. Look
for a detailed report on the conference in the
next edition of the Bluestem Banner.
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