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| mportant News

New Dates!!!
The 3@ Tallgrass Prairie and Savanna Forum

Now September 5" — 6", 2003

See enclosed registration or www.tallgrassontario.org
for more information
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The SOS 111 Team pictured above. Please turn to page 2 to learn
more about Tallgrass Ontario’s Save Ontario Savannas Project
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Save Ontario Savannas— Phase ||
by Will Wilson (continued from page 1)

The current yearlong phase of Save Ontario
Savannas (SOS) Ill is off to a flying start this
summer with a group of students from Sir Sanford
Fleming working with Chris Daniel and Will
Wilson. After some acclimatization visits to the
wonderful sites at Windsor, Point Pelee, and Pelee
Island, our focus right now is repairing and
expanding the initia SOS database of tallgrass
prairie and savanna sites. We are adding new sites
to the database as we discover them, acquiring and
analyzing airphotos for each site, and conducting
site visits this summer with landowners in the Rice
Lake Plains and Middlesex areas.

Site visits are focusing on producing up-to-date
ecological data on each tallgrass fragment and
adjoining land features, measuring the boundaries
of the ste, and providing landowners with
information that they can use to help maintain their
piece of Ontario’s natural heritage. As a “Thank
You” for their time and effort, every cooperating
landowner will receive a membership to Tallgrass
Ontario, a professiona map of their site produced
using our geographic information system (GIS),
and an ecological description of their site with

Tallgrass Ontario— A Primer

maintenance guidelines and a list of further
readings and contacts. Other portions of the
province will be visited next year or even sooner, if
time and money permit.

The production of a full database of tallgrass sites
will help us protect tallgrass prairie and savanna
stes for the future. Using the geographical
information system (GIS) will help us to analyse
sites to insure a more effective level of
management. In the future, this work will enable us
to implement well-planned restoration programs.

Many of you in Middlesex and on the Rice Lake
Plains will be getting letters in the mail fairly soon
asking you for up-dated information on your site. If
you don’t hear from us please contact Chris and/or
Will at tallgrass2003@hotmail.com or at (705) 872-
8719 for more information or just to get involved.
And you don’t really need to live only in Middlesex
or on the Rice Lake Plains! We welcome all types
of information related to tallgrass savannas and
prairies. sSite locations, descriptions, species
accounts and sightings, historical accounts, stories
of economic uses, etc. We also just like to talk
about tallgrass. Let’'s all get involved in Saving
Ontario Savannas! We look forward to hearing
from you.

The Ontario Tallgrass Prairie and Savanna Association (Tallgrass Ontario) was formed in
1999 to implement the Recovery Plan for Talgrass Communities of Southern Ontario.
The Recovery Plan was jointly developed by World Wildlife Fund Canada and the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. Tallgrass Ontario was incorporated as a
charitable organization on January 1%, 2002, and had its first Annual General Mesting at
the Royal Ontario Museum on April 5, 2002, to mark the opening of the Tallgrass Prairie
and Savanna Exhibit in the Biodiversity Gallery.

Tallgrassand Savannain Ontario

Tallgrass prairies and savannas are natura grassland habitats that contain a great diversity
of grasses, wildflowersand animal life. Tallgrassisone of the most endangered plant
communities on earth and identified as a globally imperiled ecosystem. It provides
habitat for alarge number of wildlife species, including many that are officialy
designated as rare at the global, national or provincial level.

(pleaseturnto page7)
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Reintroducing butterflies - Habitat restoration effortsunderway by Gary Lee
Reprinted from Recovery Newsdletter, February 2003, with the kind permission of the Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment Canada

The extirpated Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides
melissa sammuelis) is a flagship species for black oak
savanna restoration. The destruction of black oak
savanna habitat has been so severe that only an
estimated 0.02% of the original habitat remains, a
significant portion of it in southern Ontario. Today,
habitat restoration efforts are underway to ensure the
future sustainability of black oak savanna.

As one of the many inhabitants of this rare and unique
habitat, the Karner blue butterfly is a key species in
education, conservation, and restoration of the black oak
savanna. The remaining historical range of the Karner
blue in southern Ontario includes High Park (Toronto),
Pinery Provincial Park and Karner Blue Sanctuary
(Grand Bend), St. Williams Forestry Station (St
Williams), and the Alderville First Nations Reserve
(Peterborough).

Many factors have contributed to the species’ gradual
population decline over the past couple of decades,
including habitat destruction, pesticide use, excessive
deer browsing, fire suppression, inappropriate habitat
management practices, and inclement weather.

Karner Blue Sanctuary
Allen Woodliffe

Since 1992, when the
Ontario Karner Blue
Recovery Team was
established, a number of
recovery initiatives have
been implemented. From
1994-1997, the Toronto
Zoo was successful in
conducting a series of
captive breeding exper-
ments with a closely
’ 5 related sister species, the
eastern-tailed blue (Everes comyntas). These
experiments formed the basis for devising a bona fide
captive breeding protocol that will be applied to rearing
Karner blue butterflies.

First, however, the recovery team must gain permission
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to translocate a
founding population from the United States.

Karner blue butterfly (Lycaeides melissa sammuelis) --
Donald Kirk

Currently, the Toronto Zoo is helping the recovery team
revise existing guidelines for habitat restoration and
reintroduction. The zoo is aso actively involved in
securing funding for future restoration and monitoring
efforts. Since the late 1990s, the recovery team has
undertaken several other habitat restoration initiatives,
including selective burning, tree girdling, and
microhabitat analysis at Pinery Provincial Park and the
Karner Blue Sanctuary. In 1997, the park began annual
deer culls, which in the future will coincide with their
on-going monitoring efforts.

A microhabitat analysis has been planned for the St.
Williams Forestry Station in 2002, and in the near future
at the Alderville First Nations Reserve. This data will
help identify the nature and extent of habitat restoration
efforts required. Restoration efforts at the Alderville
First Nations Reserve have begun, and those at High
Park have been well underway,

If al goes well, reintroduction of captive-bred Karner
blue butterflies may begin at the Pinery Provincial Park
and Karner Blue Sanctuary as early as 2005. The
recovery team’'s primary objective is to restore and
reintroduce as many Karner blue sub-populations and
meta-popul ations (a collective group of sub-populations
interconnected by corridors) to these four habitats as
deemed feasible.

Photograph of Karner blue butterfly can be found in the Photo
Gallery at www.tallgrassontario.org




